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Dear Friends,

Welcome to your summer news sheet, I trust that you are keeping well

and surviving the various very hot spells we've been having.

Since the last news sheet I received the sad news of the death of one of

our strongest supporters, Don Williams, shortly after his 100th birthday.

Don had owned and run his Trojan Three Door Tourer for over 60 years

and was one of the very early members of the Trojan Owners Club

joining in the 1950's.  Don was a skilled engineer and worked for many

years as Economic Analyst Engineer for Hawker Siddeley. But it was his

interest and knowledge of Trojan's history which has been of such a huge

help to the Trust. He wrote with Eric Rance, the definitive history of the

Hounsfield Trojans, 'Can You Afford to Walk?', then later the Trust was

able to publish two further books. "Recollections of Troy' which is a

memoir of his childhood in Ross-On-Wye in the late 1920's and 'The

Great No. 1 Factory at Kingston Surrey' which is a history of Leyland's

Trojan factory at Ham. Both of these books are still in print and still sell

well through the Trust's website. The Trust did try to obtain permission

to reprint 'Can You Afford To Walk?' as Don was very keen for us to do

this, but sadly we could not persuade the original publisher to allow us or

to buy the rights from them. Don's extensive knowledge of Trojan's

pre-war history has been so useful to the Trust and I have very much

appreciated his personal help and support in all aspects of the Trust's

work. Don will be very much missed within the Trojan community and

by myself in particular.



In January I had the pleasure of giving a talk about Trojan at the Croydon

Museum. There was an excellent turn out, including a couple of Friends

of the Trust who it was lovely to chat with. The museum said that it was

the highest turnout that they have had for an evening talk, so it does show

that there is still quite an interest in Trojan within it's native Croydon.

We've recently received a large amount of paperwork from Mike Read.

As you will probably know, the Trust published Mike's story of his time

as an apprentice at Trojans in the 1950's and what he sent to us were all

the files and papers he had put together whilst writing his book. It

included all the originals of photographs that were used in the book, plus

a whole raft of material which he eventually didn't use. It is great to now

have these in our archive for the future. Amongst the files were a couple

of photos which stood out. The first is of the Trojan Home Guard unit.

We knew that Trojan had it's own Home Guard due to it's importance to

the war effort and we even have a couple of Home Guard certificates

Photo sent in for our archives by Allan Bedford.

We did not know that this company used Trojan vans before

Allan found this photo, so a great addition to our archives.



!

from Trojan workers who were members, but this is the first photograph

that we have ever seen, so an important item for the archive. The second

photo on first glance seems of lesser importance as it is a photo only

taken in the 1990's. However it is a photo of the former war time Trojan

works at Bridgewater and again is the only known photo, the factory was

demolished shortly after Mike photographed it. Very early in the war

Trojan were instructed to set up a satellite factory so that their important

war work could continue if the Croydon works was bombed.

Bridgewater was chosen and a completely new factory built, staffed by a

combination of Trojan workers and new recruits. Sadly this is almost all

we know about this factory other than that a couple of directors meetings

are known to have been held there. Frustratingly the company minute

book for the war time period was missing from Peter Agg�s collection

and so we only have the minute book for Trojan Holdings, which

contains no details of the actual work of the company. Therefore we don't

know if Trojan owned the site or leased it. Whether they commissioned

the building or if the government built it for them, or which workers

moved there and perhaps stayed there after the war. It is believed that the



factory was sold / transferred soon after the war and that it later became

a piston ring factory. It is believed that this was under Wellworthy Piston

Rings, as the area where the factory used to stand is known as Wellwor-

thy Business Park. We would love to know more about this fascinating

period of Trojan's history.

Trojan Home Guard Unit. Not a very clear photo, but as the first

one I�ve seen it�s brilliant to have it in our archives







We've received a very useful, though not perhaps very exciting in terms

of Trojan, donation to the Trust. It consists of five specialist archive

cabinets which became surplus to need at the Bodleian Library in Ox-

ford. They are lockable steel cabinets with multiple drawers about six

inches deep. They will be very useful for storing our archives, in partic-

ular the more unusual items such as model vehicles, official company

stamps and the large Trojan company photo albums. They have also

mentioned that there might be other types of cabinets available in due

course. Such donations allow us to preserve our limited funds for more

interesting directly Trojan purchases.



We have also had a wonderful donation of original Trojan brochures and

photos from Mike Shepherd, including a copy of the third edition of the

rare early Trojan brochure �Can You Afford to Walk?� which is of course

where the title for Don�s book comes from. This edition of the brochure

has price alterations through out showing that you can now save even

more money by driving a Trojan rather than by walking!



Trojan Choral Society Photo Sent in by Mike Read

RAF Malcolm

Club

Tea Wagon

1957

Sent in by

Mike Read

Interior View



All the hot weather we've been having has made me think about ice

cream and so of ice cream vans. Mainly thanks to Walls Ice Cream, ice

cream vans were one of the major Trojan products during the 1950's.

Wall's fleet being the second largest Trojan fleet after Brooke Bond Tea.

There are a few surviving ice cream vans around with even one still in

use at classic car events and other period shows.

We hope that one day the Trust will own an ice cream van as we too

would plan to put it to use once we have premises, as the ice cream stall

for the museum site. It would be wonderful to have a queue of eager

children behind the van again as in the photo below, so putting a Trojan

back to it's original purpose.

Photo sent in

by Mr. Dyer

showing a

restored van

in modern

use.



Thank you all for the various photos and information that you have sent

in for our archive and I hope that you have a lovely summer. Do please

get in touch with any of your Trojan queries or memories.

David Hambleton

5 St Johns Close, Fyfield. Oxon. OX13 5LP

01865 390124

david_hambleton@hotmail.com    www,trojanmuseumtrust.org

Two photos of Trojan Ice Cream vans found on line by Mr Dyer

both from Windsor Great Park, the top photo shows a second van

in the background. These vans were run by Ice Sales Ltd.


