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 Dear Friends,

Welcome to your winter news sheet, I hope that you are keeping warm

through these cold months?

I�ve had some interesting enquiries over the past few months. One was

from a group trying to plot all the bombs that fell on the Croydon and the

surrounding area during the Second World War. They were confused as

a bomb was reported falling close to the Trojan Sports ground which

didn�t tie up with other evidence they had. We solved the problem

between us as they were assuming the sports ground to be close to the

works when it was in fact some distance away beyond Croydon Airfield

off Edgehill Road. We have limited details about the sports ground, we

don�t know if it was owned or leased by Trojan and at what point they

ceased to own it or have use of it. We know that there was some sort of

pavilion but again we don�t have any photos of this building.
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We�ve also had various correspondence with the Croydon Museum and

archive based at the Clocktower in Croydon. They are currently running

an exhibition �Forge: Industries of Croydon� and feature Trojan. They

have arranged for me to give a talk on January 22nd next year on all

aspects of Trojan Ltd. and it�s various products, which hopefully will

help promote the Trust and perhaps bring a few more ex-employees to

our attention.

They also have donated to the Trust an advertising pack which was sent

out to a potential customer for their diesel vans in 1955. This gives us a

great insight into Trojans marketing strategy at this time.

The pack included an advertising leaflet for the diesel articulated truck,

which was made up of a Trojan tractor unit with a trailer made by Tasker

Trailers. Sadly we know of no known survivors though a contact said

there was one known about in the early 1980�s but it is unlikely that this

one has survived. Trojan offered a variety of trailer types in their adver-

tising as well as featuring a custom made mobile shop, to show what



!

could be produced for the customer. Apart from photos we have very few

details about this shop, I wonder where it operated?



Earlier Trojan did make a one off articulated truck using their post war

two stroke van as the basis, but it is believed that only one prototype was

made.

The artics were not the only six wheelers that Trojan produced, back in

the late 1920�s, firstly Leslie Hounsfield developed a  solid tyred six

wheeled camper van for his own personal use. Using it on holidays from

1927 onwards.
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Trojan then developed this idea to produce a Six wheeled half-track

vehicle, with the idea of selling them to the army. Two were produced

and extensively tested over the course of a year by the British army, but

in the end they returned the vehicles and decided not to place an order.

They were fairly unique as the track was designed to run around conven-

tional tyres, so allowing it to be removed for road use.

There was a rumour that the South African army placed a large order for

these vehicles, but after extensive research through museums in South

Africa, we had to conclude that this was just a rumour and no order was

ever placed. Later we followed up on a tip off that one of the two vehicles

had been buried in a sand pit on a farm in Somerset during the war, but

again research found this rumour to be groundless. So we do not know

what became of the army six wheelers or indeed Hounsfield�s camper

van, though again a rumour suggests that the camper van was dismantled

to construct the first army six wheeler. An attempt was made by a chap

in New Zealand, a few years ago, to make a copy of a six wheeler, but we

believe he never finished the project. It would be near impossible to

accurately copy a six wheeler as they had unique gear boxes allowing a

large range of gears to be selected.





Thank you to Allan Bedford who has sent in many brilliant photos all of

which feature a Trojan vehicle, these are great to have in our archive.

One of which is the photo below which was taken in the 1920�s in

Colchester. The Trojan is part of a parade and is dressed up to illustrate

the then well known book �Mehalah: a Story of the Salt Marshes� by

Sabine Baring-Gould, which is set on Mersea Island Essex, just outside

Colchester.

Thank you to all of you have sent in items and pictures over the past few

months they really help to build up our archive.

I hope that you have a lovely Christmas and New Year, and do please get

in touch with any Trojan queries or memories.
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