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Dear Friends,
Welcome to your summer news sheet, I hope that you are keeping well
and surviving the rather hot weather?

We’ve had a lot of donations come in over the last few months, firstly
Arthur Bellingham’s niece sent in to us a good pile of photographs and
other paperwork plus a promotional Trojan ruler and thermometer,
which were given out to dealers etc. to promote the company. Arthur was
the Trojan chauffeur from the 50’s into the 60’s, driving directors around,
delivering vehicles, driving company vehicles at events and any other
driving job within the company. It is great to have these items in our
archive.
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Roger Dunbar has sent in a whole variety of Trojan documents including
an unused pad of Trojan Guarantee Department Stores Indents. It is so
rare for something like this to survive as they were only used within the
works and are not the sort of item to be kept.
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Mike Shepherd has also sent in a whole pile of Trojan brochures and
photographs from all eras of Trojan, this has really boosted our archive
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Then on a rather heavier scale, I was contacted by an engineer who is
involved in clearing a very ill friend’s barns of automobilia. His friend
used to do autojumbles and so had a very varied collection of items. The
Trojan item he spotted was a post war two stroke engine. I was able to
collect this from Surrey and it is a useful addition to the Trust’s store of
spares and will certainly help with the restoration of one of the Trust’s
vehicles that use this engine.




As it is the summer my thinking turned to camping and caravanning and
as with many things from Trojan they came up with a slightly different
solution to most people. The front cover shows what was promoted as the
Trojan Caravan and also as the Trojan Ambulance, as Trojan realised it
could have both uses.
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The pictures and most of the advertising, dates from August 1932.
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The frames fitted to your standard car, (interestingly, like the later
Trotent, it would not fit on to any vehicle Trojan made) and when in
Caravan mode it would all fold down on itself and could then be put up
at your campsite and the car driven away.

As an aside a few years ago the Trust was given a ‘Tentomatic’ dating
from the 60’s, which again sat on the roof of your car until you put out
it’s legs and drove the car clear, so leaving the tent up and ready to use
in minutes. As you can see from some of the photos the frame was strong
enough to allow you to sleep in the upstairs and sit downstairs, though I
guess this rather top heavy set up could get rather exciting on a windy
night! In ambulance mode the poor patient had to travel on the roof of the
car on a specially adapted Trojan Bed, which could slide out and be
carried like a stretcher. This must have been pretty scary for any patient!




A part from the brochures and photos we have never heard of one of these
contraptions surviving, in fact we don’t even know if they made more
than one. But due to the good number of quality photos that we have it
would be possible to one day recreate one, though perhaps we won’t try
and use it to move any injured people.

This photo was taken outside the Vicarage Road Works,
great to see the line of new Trojan REs

Whilst looking for the Trojan Caravan photos in our archive I came cross
a photo and a copy of a painting, by Leslie Hounsfield of his caravan,
which he made for personal use in the 1920’s. He did later also make a
six wheeler campervan which I’ve talked about before.

We also have in our archive various photos and brochures for a whole
variety of makes of caravan from the 20’s and 30’s. These came from a
direct Trojan source so we know they were originally held in Trojan’s
own records. Many of these caravans appear to use the standard pre-war
Trojan wheel, so I do wonder if Trojan were supplying wheels to these
manufacturers, or perhaps, more likely, supplying complete rolling chas-



sis’. As most of the manufacturers were really coach builders and so were
not set up to make chassis’. This is pure speculation driven by the
presence of these items and their source, but it would be good to investi-
gate some of these caravan companies to see if they have any records of
buying from Trojan.
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If you recall, in the last news sheet I mentioned a mystery small brass
Trojan plaque which had been donated to our archives and pondered as
to whether it might have been from a wooden edged Trojan Bed. Roger
Armstrong got back in touch with me with what appears to be a very
good explanation as to the plaque and why it has ‘Citadel Egypt Army
1932’ stamped on the back.

He suggests that an army quartermaster stationed at the citadel was
looking for a way to ensure the beds issued to him didn’t go astray or get
mixed up with those belonging to another area of the army. If the plaque
was simply screwed to the wooded side frame of the Trojan bed, as
would seem likely, then he could easily mark each bed by removing the
plaque, stamping up the reverse side and re-screwing it to the bed but
with the reverse side out. This seems a very logical explanation for the
plaque, so thank you Roger for thinking this through for us.
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I’ve recently been in touch with Roys of Wroxham having come across
this photo in our archives. They proudly mention their connection with
Trojan on their website and confirmed to me that they had a number of
Trojan vans in the 20’s. The one below working from their shops, whilst
others worked for their bakeries.
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I do hope that you have found this news sheet of interest and do please
get in touch if you have any Trojan related queries or if you have any
Trojan stories to tell us.

I hope you have a lovely summer.

Kind regards,

David Hambleton

5 St Johns Close, Fyfield. Oxon. OX13 5LP. 01865 390124

david hambleton@hotmail.com WwWw.trojanmuseumtrust.org
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